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W ATERSHED PROTECTION DEPARTMENT

CITY OF AUSTIN M ULCH SOCK

DIRECTION OF 

FLOW

4 FT SPACING

(BOTH SIDES)

M ULCH SOCK

M ULCH SOCK

MINIM UM 12" (300 m m) 

OVERLAP DO NOT 

STACK M ULCH SOCKS

PLACE ADDITIONAL 

M ULCH M ATERIAL TO 

FILL SEAM BETW EEN 

THE SOCK AND THE 

GROUND

MIN. 24"

POSTS

M ULCH M ATERIAL

M ULCH SOCK M ATERIAL

USE UNTREATED W OOD CHIPS PRODUCED FROM A 3 (THREE) 

INCH MINUS SCREENING PROCESS (EQUIVALENT TO TXDOT 

ITEM 161, COMPOST, SECTION 1.6.2.B, W OOD CHIP 

REQUIREMENTS).

M ULCH CONSISTS PRIM ARILY OF ORGANIC M ATERIAL, 

SEPARATED AT THE POINT OF GENERATION, AND M AY INCLUDE: 

SHREDDED BARK, STUMP GRINDINGS, OR COMPOSTED BARK.

LARGE PORTIONS OF SILT, CLAYS, OR FINE SANDS ARE NOT 

ACCEPTABLE IN THE M ULCH.

NOTES:

1. STEEL OR W OOD POSTS W HICH SUPPORT THE M ULCH SOCK SHALL BE INSTALLED ON A SLIGHT 

ANGLE TOW ARD THE ANTICIPATED RUNOFF SOURCE.  POST M UST BE EMBEDDED A MINIM UM OF 

600m m (24 inches).  IF W OOD POSTS CANNOT ACHIEVE 600m m (24 inches) DEPTH, USE STEEL POSTS. 

EARTH ANCHORS ARE ALSO ACCEPTABLE.

2.THE TOE OF THE M ULCH SOCK SHALL BE PLACED SO THAT THE M ULCH SOCK IS FLAT AND 

PERPENDICULAR TO THE LINE OF FLOW .  IN ORDER TO PREVENT W ATER FROM FLOW ING BETW EEN 

THE JOINTS OF ADJACENT ENDS OFM ULCH SOCKS, LAP THE ENDS OF ADJACENT M ULCH SOCKS A 

MINIM UM OF 300m m (12 inches).

3.M ULCH M ATERIAL M UST BE FREE OF REFUSE, PHYSICAL CONTAMINANTS, AND M ATERIAL TOXIC TO 

PLANT GROW TH; IT IS NOT ACCEPTABLE FOR THE M ULCH M ATERIAL TO CONTAIN GROUND 

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, BIOSOLIDS, OR M ANURE.

4.SOCK M ATERIAL W ILL BE 100% BIODEGRADABLE, PHOTODEGRADABLE, OR RECYCLABLE SUCH AS 

BURLAP, TW INE, UV PHOTOBIODEGRADABLE PLASTIC, POLYESTER, OR ANY OTHER ACCEPTABLE 

M ATERIAL.

5.M ULCH SOCKS SHOULD BE USED AT THE BASE OF SLOPES NO STEEPER THAN 2:1 AND SHOULD NOT 

EXCEED THE M AXIM UM SPACING CRITERIA PROVIDED IN CITY OF AUSTIN ENVIRONMENTAL CRITERIA 

M ANUAL TABLE 1.4.5.F.1 FOR A GIVEN SLOPE CATEGORY.

6. ACCUM ULATED SILT SHALL BE REM OVED W HEN IT REACHES A DEPTH OF 150m m (6 inches).  THE SILT 

SHALL BE DISPOSED OF ON AN APPROVED SITE AND IN SUCH A M ANNER THAT W ILL NOT CONTRIBUTE 

TO ADDITIONAL SILTATION.
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